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Long Beach Home Depot Study Session 

City Council Chambers         July 06, 2006 

 

 Attendees: 

Greg Carpenter, Planning Bureau Manager; Angela Reynolds, 

Planning Officer; Planning Commissioners, Mona DeLeon, LSA; 

Doug Otto, Home Depot Respresentative.  

 

 

Matt Jenkins:  In the interest of time, please get in line so that we will always have 2 or 3 

depending on the number of people who would like to have something to say.  We ask that 

everyone show respect and courtesy whether they agree or disagree with what is being said.  

Depending on the number of people we have here that would like to speak we will give you three 

minutes to state your views.  When you see the light come one start bringing it to a close if you 

will.  We ask that no one talk out of order, only one person is expected to talk at a time.  Those 

that park in the city parking, there’s a stamp down here that you can stamp it and get free 

parking.  When you come to the mic give your name and address and spell your last name and 

please limit your remarks to the environment because this is an environmental report it has 

nothing to do with anything else.  Staff will now introduce the recirculated EIR.  Angela. 

 

Angela Reynolds:  Good Afternoon, as the Commissioner Chair said we are here to have a study 

session for the Home Depot project including a brief overview of the site plan and addition to 

that the recirculated EIR report.  I will do the bulk of the presentation but the last few slides will 

be given by our environmental consultant, LSA, Mona DeLeon will be doing the speaking for 

that.  What I have on the board is a basic agenda on how the study session goes for those of you 

who haven’t joined us for the last study session.  We will give our presentation; the applicant is 

allowed which is Home Depot, is allowed 10 minutes to give their presentation.  The 

Commission will then ask staff questions if they have any and then we will go right to public 
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comment.  Here is a quick slide on the purpose of a study session, the commission will not be 

taking any formal action this afternoon, it is simply an information sharing with the commission 

as well as with the public about the planning process and where we are to date.  I would also like 

to let folks know that the recirculated draft is now circulating, which means under CEQA, 

anyone that has an issue with any of the analysis of that document can write comments to that.  I 

know many of you have on the first draft, but we are still in the circulation process.  This session 

is being recorded but we won’t be able to take your comments and make them part of the record 

so if you want to make them part of the record please submit them in writing and I have got it on 

the PowerPoint to me.  That’s my email and you can also put it in the regular mail and I got the 

address on there for that as well.  So these are the entitlements that the project needs and what 

that means is when an applicant owns a piece of property and they come to this City and they 

want to build something there are certain processes that are in the state law and in our zoning 

ordinance that they must adhere to.  Home Depot submitted their conceptual site plan review 

back on August 18, 2003 and what that means is that Planning Staff looks at it and give them 

initial remarks about entitlements and other things.  Then they submitted the official site plan 

review application on December 30, 2004 so that kind of sets everything in motion.  We started 

to prepare an Environmental Impact Report at that time.  These are the entitlements that project 

needs, they need a conditional use permit, they are located in what is known as a PD-1 Planned 

Development 1 subarea 19, which in the zoning ordinance means that piece of property is now 

zoned for general industrial, which means kind of the general most heavy type of industrial use 

out there that mirrors the AES plan.  If you want to do a commercial project there the zoning 

ordinance requires that you get what is called the conditional use permit and that is a 

discretionary permit acted on by the Planning Commission.  They also need a local coastal 

permit because they are in the coastal zone.  That is something that we issue under our local 

coastal plan.  They need a tentative tract map which I will show you what that is for when I go to 

the site plan.  And they need standards variances from the 30% open space, usable kind of open 

space required on their project.  They don’t have quite that much so they need what’s called a 

variance.  And they also need a variance on their curb cuts.  So these are the project components, 
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as they exist today and the latest version of the site plan that has been turned into the Planning 

Department by the applicant.  The Home Depot is 137,156 square feet and it has a sizable within 

that footprint garden center I think is around 32,000 sq. ft.  And out on the Studebaker frontage 

they would like to put a 6,000 sq. ft. restaurant and with a almost 2,050 sq. ft. outdoor dining 

area which I will show you in a moment.  A 4,800 sq. ft. retail pad, 7,200 sq. ft. retail pad so that 

is three additional things and then the Home Depot itself.  They have provided on their site plan 

754 parking spaces, which is parked to code which means that its parked to the ratio that the 

zoning code requires.  And they have also agreed to do several green, what we call green features 

which is sustainability features that will help enhance the area which is onsite water efficiency, 

light reduction, storm water management, and bioswales just to name a couple of those.  So here 

is the site plan let me orient you.  This is Studebaker here and this is Loynes and this is the Home 

Depot site with the garden center, all the parking and these are I believe that is the restaurant pad 

and these are the retail pads.  So as I was saying we did have a previous study session on this 

project and draft EIR and these are some of the designs/planning issues that came out of our 

discussion with the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission asked the applicant at that 

time to do a little bit more in regarding to building articulation which mean kind of movement 

not just a square box to use quality building materials on the structures to really pay attention to 

the Studebaker streetscape and understanding the kind of street it is and how it will appear to the 

rest of the neighborhood and to the folks traveling along Studebaker.  And pay attention to the 

south Home Depot elevation.  So in response to that these are the newest site plans that we have 

and these are the site plans that are analyze in the recirculated EIR.  It is kind of difficult to see.  

I have got full size color boards and I believe the applicant brought some as well.  So we could 

look at those later on if you’d like after the study session.  But this is all the elevations of the 

Home Depot project itself, these are prospective from Studebaker, I think you can tell that’s from 

Studebaker.  And so that is what Home Depot envisions the project to look like if and when the 

project is approved.  Moving on.  This is the CEQA history and when I say CEQA I mean the 

California Environmental Quality Act many of you know what that is.  It is the EIR portion of 

any project that comes before the Planning and Building Department that needs that kind of 
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review.  So we initially started the process back in March of 2004 and we issued what is called a 

Notice of Preparation and it circulated which meant it was out for comment to the general public 

and a responsible kind of state and local agencies for comment.  That went from March 19 to 

May 4th 2004, we held a scooping meeting at Kettering Elementary quite a few of you were there 

and you probably remember me from that and that was on April 7, 2004.  We completed the 

Draft EIR, we meaning the City as the lead agency, we’re the ones that actually prepared the EIR 

in collaboration with LSA who’s an independent environmental consultant.  We circulated that 

draft for actually 60 days, it’s typically a 45-day but the community asked for another 15 days 

which we gave them.  So it went form May 2nd to June 15th, 2005 and every time there is an EIR 

circulating we like to have a study session before the Planning Commission so that they can also 

hear what neighboring concerns are and that’s again why we are here.  We had one back in May 

19, 2005 there were some things that happened with the project that were unanticipated, some 

project changes which Mona will actually outline a little bit more that caused us to do what’s 

called a recirculated Draft EIR to actually look at the things that changed in the project that we 

had previously analyzed and give the public an opportunity to see what those additional things 

are.  So here we are July 6, 2006 at our second study session, and depending and this anticipated 

only and but depending on how many comments we received to this recirculated draft EIR and 

how many comments we have to respond to because what that means I’m hoping to get this 

project back to the Planning Commission for an actual public hearing sometime in September of 

this year.  Okay I am going to give this over to Mona and she got 4 more slides to let you know 

what we found in the new recirculated draft. 

 

Mona DeLeon:  Mr. Chairman, members of the commission, my name is Mona McGuire 

DeLeon I am an associate with LSA Associates.  We are the City’s consultants for the 

preparation of the EIR the reason that we prepared an additional document you have the draft 

EIR from 2005 but there were some changes that were made to the project description and of 

course the project description is the basis of the analysis of the Environmental Impacts.  So now 

we had to slightly change project description one of the key components was the addition of an 
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off site open space area located at 7th Street and Silvera.  So this was a change from what was 

originally evaluated in the 2005 document so we went back update our information to reflect this 

and some other changes to the project itself and we did this in that document you have before 

you, the recirculated Draft EIR.  Contained in the recirculated document are a number of 

chapters there is a recirculated section about hazardous conditions and actually the changes to the 

project and the applicant of course will go into more detail of those.  It didn’t result in any 

change in the conclusion about hazardous conditions on the site.  We did get some comments 

from different agencies and there was some adjustments in terms of who would be the reviewing 

agency for the hazardous component of the project.  Originally it looked like it would be 

probably be our local agency whose is actually well qualified and includes your Long Beach Fire 

Department and Health Department officials but the Department of Toxic Substance Control 

expressed some interest and it was very agreeable to the local agency and some adjustments were 

made there.  So in the interest to making all that information available to the public the City 

decided to recirculate that section even though there is no change to the conclusions.  We also 

included a section on public services and utilities and that is primarily a small adjustment in the 

project description about the extension of the sewer line and the connection from the project to 

the existing sewer line.  There was an addition of a cumulative traffic analysis that included a 

scenario that factored in the traffic from the Seaport Marina project and of course that is a 

proposed project its application was submitted after Home Depots application so it was not 

included in the first Draft EIR as one of the cumulative projects.  There were several comments 

of that in the Draft EIR and there was not anything wrong about it not being there the first time 

of course its covered. We’re covered the Home Depot project is covered in the Seaport Marina’s 

EIR because they have to include all the projects submitted before since there was an interest the 

City did want us to go ahead and do that analysis and we included that as well.  And then the 

traffic engineer went ahead and relooked at the transportation related measures.  So those are all 

the items that are included in the recirculated document it does address all the project changes, 

the changes to the site plan, including addition of landscaping onsite some reconfiguration and 

an increase in the number of parking spaces, the offsite open space, that I mentioned at 7th St. 
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and Silvera, the change in the sanitary sewage connection where instead of running parallel lines 

they will take out old smaller lines and put the new larger lines.  These were the primary changes 

and based on those changes we conducted the analysis pursuant to the requirements of CEQA.  

The original EIR of 2005 did find that there were some impacts that would be significant and 

unavoidable that we could not mitigate below a level of significance those included short term 

and long-term air quality impacts.  Public services and utility impacts specifically to solid waste 

disposal in terms of land fill capacity.  And then some traffic and circulation impacts as well 

including weekday impacts at Studebaker and SR22 westbound ramps, and weekend traffic 

impacts at PCH & 7th and PCH & 2nd.  As a result of all the new analysis that we did in the new 

EIR, there was only one additional unavoidably significant impact that was identified and that 

was if we were to include the traffic from Seaport Marina project, proposed project.  In the 

cumulative conditions we would have an additional cumulative impact at Studebaker and SR22 

eastbound ramps.  And specifically to that impact the SR22 of course is a CalTrans facility it is 

not a local road that the City has control over.  Any changes to the state route would be up to 

CalTrans, in addition there are some physical limitations to widening the ramps at that location.  

So that is an impact that we didn’t see that could be mitigated and remains a significant 

unavoidable impact to the project. This concludes my presentation Thank you. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Questions from the commission?   

 

Angela:  Excuse me Chair; I think the applicant would like to do a presentation as well. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Okay 

 

Doug Otto:  Good Afternoon, members of the commission and the staff.  My name is Doug Otto 

and my address is 111 W. Ocean Blvd., #1300, Long Beach 90802.  I represent the applicant in 

this process and we have several people here who can answer detailed traffic questions about 

traffic and site preparation and the like, if those questions come up.  But what I would like to do 

jdillon
Text Box
R-P-77



 

Home Depot Design Center Study Session - 7 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

is just spend a few minutes with you going through what this project is and what some of the 

changes are as a result of the recirculated EIR.  We start of with an aerial photograph of what the 

area is like now, the previous site is outlined in blue and the additional site as described in the 

project description on 7th St. just north of Kettering Elementary School is also outlined in blue.  

That is 1.37 acres of additional open space that were asking to be include within this project.  

The site plan you have actually seen before so I won’t dwell on it.  The design center is the big 

gray building in the lower portion of the site plan the restaurant is to the north of the entrance off 

of Loynes and there are two retail stores with parking adjacent to the east at the bottom part of 

the site plan.  We have also provided you with a site plan of what the 7th St. open space would 

look like you can see that it is extensively landscaped and it provides a very nice buffer between 

7th St. and the Kettering Elementary School that is there.  We think that is a tremendous amenity 

and in fact with the bridge that comes over towards the eastside of that slide there we connect a 

path to the patch that goes along the riverway there.  These numbers tell you how the project is 

divided, they are self-explanatory and you for all intense purposes saw them before so I won’t 

dwell on this slide either.  What we really want to talk to you about is what has gone on in the 

last year since we were here before and how as a result of countless meetings with City Staff, 

with members of the community, and with members of the Planning Commission about what this 

project should be and what is attractive to the people of Long Beach.  How we refined what it is 

that we are proposing at this site.   This is a design center it is not a Home Depot store.  It is a 

place that sells garden supplies, outdoor living supplies and merchandise and appliances.  Home 

Depot as you know is a very sophisticated retailer understands markets very well and there are 

no design centers in the vicinity of Long Beach.  There are design centers in other parts of 

Southern California.  But they truly think that there will be a market for this kind of upscale 

activity and this will be a success at this location.  A design center is characterize by having 

design staff at the front of the store, displays that feature interior design projects.  In other words 

there are stores within the store, for lighting, carpeting and for appliances and for kitchens for 

baths.  There are neutral colors for the racks not the traditional Home Depot orange racks are not 

prevalent.  It has a very upscale feel to the design.  It’s designed to attract interior decorator and 
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interior design clientele; it is not a contractor-oriented store.  While there are contractor activities 

that will still be at the store.  This is a model that Home Depot has developed successfully in 

three other locations in Southern California and at other locations and it’s a design center it is not 

a typical store where you come in and go down the isles and pick up the paint or pick up the 

lumber.  It has a specific design orientation to it.  This isn’t just a Home Depot Design Center; 

this is a center that has community serving retail as well two pads for retail and a pad for a 

restaurant.  The community serving retail, we’re looking for family oriented restaurant within 

walking distance for many of Long Beach residents, a high end restaurant a national restaurant 

not a fast food restaurant but something were you would feel comfortable to bring your family 

and sit and have a quiet meal in a very, very nice location.  There will be outdoor dining, over 

2,000 square feet in conjunction with the patio restaurant and we think that is a particularly 

appealing aspect of this project because it will give people as they are over here for other things 

to do then to just go shopping at the design store.  The community serving retail provides 

shopping and the design of this which we spent literally more than 2 years with the City sets 

back this project from Studebaker anywhere from 40 feet to a hundred feet, there is a burm with 

a pathway that goes through it you can literally walk to it from the Bixby Hill area of Long 

Beach down and over the bridge down along the channel there and across the enhanced bridge on 

Loynes that we are going to put a pedestrian walkway on to this location and enjoy these 

community amenities.  It provides convenient community access to our location.  There are 

outdoor gathering spots that are adjacent to the shops so you just don’t drive your car up go in 

and drive out.  There are places to sit, places to read, imagine a Starbucks or some other coffee 

facility there.  People could come and use them in a way that they do all over the rest of Long 

Beach.  That’s what the design center looks like we thing that it’s a tremendous addition to East 

Long Beach and that all the time we’ve spent designing this in this manner is very characteristic 

of the community in which we would like to build this center.  So what are the community 

benefits that come as a result of this project?  It removes the unsightly tank farm or other 

potential industrial uses that could be built on this site, the tanks come down and this very 

attractive center goes in.  It provides an excess of 2.4 million dollars for traffic and roadway 
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improvements.  Improvements that would otherwise not go there as a result of another project 

being built there or non-development of the project.  People are very concerned about traffic the 

fact that many of these developments are voluntary on our part because they are not mitigation 

measures or difficult to characterize as mitigation measures means that this development, the 

quality of the developer at this site and the company that would come in allows us to do all these 

improvements that otherwise would not be able to be put in.  It is very important in the last 

several years we have gone through this big structural budget deficit in the City of Long Beach.  

We have worked our way out of it but the City has ongoing needs to balance its budget on a 

yearly basis this project will generate sales tax revenue of 2.5 million dollars over the first 5 

years at the rate of $500,000 a year.  To the general fund of the City not to some specified fund 

but to the general fund the Cities bottom line.  It will increase property taxes by almost 3 quarters 

of a million dollars when the project is done.  It will create 250 new jobs ranging anywhere from 

$9 - $10 dollars an hour up to $25 dollars an hour or more.  And those are important for the City 

of Long Beach.  It enhances the entrance into Long Beach along 7th St. by creating these 

pedestrian linkages from north of 7th St. all the way down to the design center.  And probably 

equally as important as any of the other community benefits it keeps the design and home 

improvement sales tax revenues in Long Beach.  I’m sure that you are all aware that there is a 

Home Depot store in Signal Hill it is very successful on Cherry Avenue.  All the sales tax 

revenue from that store go to Signal Hill in fact it was so successful that Signal Hill built another 

Home Depot about a mile away on Atlantic and Spring St. and that is store is very, very 

successful right now as well.  And it makes us believe that those sales tax dollars those home 

improvements dollars should come to the City of Long Beach and that this location is a perfect 

location for the design store, which we are proposing.  What are the community concerns what 

has come out during the process of the recirculated EIR?  First concern is wetlands people have 

talked that there is the wetlands across the street and we don’t think that there is a colorable 

argument that the land on which the project is proposed is a wetlands, they are worried about 

sewer impacts, about hazardous substances, and they are worried about traffic.  Lets briefly talk 

about each of them; wetlands, the EIR and I will quote this because I think that its important.  
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“That there is no potential jurisdiction of wetlands at the project site or within the portion of the 

Los Cerritos channel near the proposed sewer lines”.  This is in an industrial area for 60 to 70 

years now. And it has been developed with plants, there are the generating plants, and the EIR 

prepared by the City’s consultant says that there is no jurisdictional wetlands at this location.  

Sewer impacts, the design center impacts can successfully be mitigated there was a lot of 

concern about this a year ago and how we would go about solving these problems the proposed 

improvements that we intend to make now which are different then the improvements that we 

suggested a year ago.  Actually help solve long standing sewer problems in University Estates, 

I’ve got two pictures here to show you the first is the sewer impacts of dry weather flows and we 

were going to do a parallel pipe we decided to replace the pipe that the sewer pipe that had a 

tendency to over flow.  On the left you will see what the existing 8” pipe looks like.  We intend 

to put a 10” pipe in the dry weather flows you will see that we are not nearly to capacity as we 

would have been with the smaller pipe.  But it is particularly important when there is wet 

weather, because that’s when the problems in the area that’s characterized as “the hole” really 

occur.  And when their wet weather flows the existing sewer lines is over burdened as you see on 

the left it cannot handle it doesn’t have the capacity to handle the flow.  But with the new lines 

we would be installing as part of this project you would not reach capacity even under the worst-

case scenario.  We think that’s a tremendous benefit to the community that wouldn’t occur 

otherwise but through the development of this proposal.  Hazardous materials, Mona I thought 

did a wonderful job talking about what the new thinking is about the hazardous materials but 

what we want everybody to know is that any impacted soil will be removed and the land cleaned 

before development goes on and the project will not be built until the Department of Toxic 

Substances approves a remediation plan.  So that should give everyone complete confidence that 

there will be no hazardous waste materials on this site because appropriate state and federal 

agencies under RCRA will be monitoring how we do this and the plan we have to do this and 

those things have to be approved before we move forward.  Traffic everybody knows that the 

traffic is the big issue with this project.  Everybody that I talk to says that traffic is the big issue. 

I’ve mentioned before that we intend to do more than 2.4 million dollars in traffic improvements 
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that will be made in conjunction with the development of this project that these project will 

enhance pedestrian access and circulation in this area and that the improvements and we can 

check this out with the City’s traffic engineers will reduce delay and travel time 3–5% along 

Pacific Coast Highway, 2nd St. and Studebaker Road once the project is complete.  And all the 

traffic mitigation measures and other measures that we intend to do have been put in place.  Lets 

talk about what those improvements are.  Project site is the blue, gray 7th St. eastbound ramps 

that increase capacity by a third excuse me by 50% over what it is right now.  We then intend to 

install for the pedestrian access bridge across the Loynes Drive Bridge that allows people to 

come from the University Park into this area that’s in that vicinity right there.  Next we intend to 

install traffic signal interconnects and new traffic signals from 2nd St. to SR22 ramp allowing 

progressive flow to the freeway onramp.  The interconnects are the hardware the coordination or 

the synchronization allows the flow along Studebaker Road to flow smoothly that hasn’t been 

done before and that’s where this 3 to 5% improvement of delay and flow occur along 

Studebaker Road.  But in additional that shows how that’s done all the way to the westbound on-

ramps.  New traffic signal coordination timing with CalTrans on 2nd St. from Marina Drive to 

Studebaker reducing delay and stacking up Pacific Coast Highway and 2nd St..  Because we got a 

city system and we got a CalTrans system those systems don’t talk to each other very well.  

While there is some interconnect that’s there what’s need to be done is that new software needs 

to be put in place so that those signals will talk to one another and the flow can be increased and 

the delay can be minimized, that’s what we intend to do from Marina Drive all the way out to 

Studebaker Road.  Next, we intend to put new traffic signal coordination timing with CalTrans 

again along Pacific Coast Highway between Studebaker and 7th St. for both weekday and 

weekend traffic conditions.  So once again we are improving all the major arterials in this 

location, in terms of what the flow and the delay would be in this important area.  Then we are 

going to provide a third westbound through lane and a right and deceleration lane dedicated to 

right turns onto northbound Studebaker from westbound Westminster or 2nd St. we also 

understand from our analysis that will improve traffic flow as well.  That shows the intersection 

there.  The traffic signal mitigation coordination program along with CalTrans will improve 
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operational efficiency a reduction of 3% to 5% in traffic travel time and delay over existing 

conditions and we are very proud that we can make those assertions, we believe that the City 

Traffic Engineers, agree with us when it comes to those assertions, that will be proven over time.  

I want to read one other statement to you from the EIR and that is it says, “It should be noted that 

the project impacted intersections analyzed under the ICU methodology”, that is the Intersection 

Capacity Utilization Method, which looks at volume and capacity.  Operates at acceptable L.O.S. 

(meaning Level of Service), using the UCHM methodology, the project impact intersections, if 

that was operated under the other methodology which is used on all CalTrans roads then we 

would operate at satisfactory levels of service and there would be no need for statements for 

overriding considerations.  I don’t want to dwell on that that point right now, it’s a little technical 

if you have questions that you want to ask about that I am sure that you can talk to our Traffic 

Engineers or the City’s.  So in summary what are we proposing?  We are proposing to develop a 

piece of privately owned property.  It’s property that the developer, the owner of the land has a 

right to develop that they want to work and they have been working over the last 4 years with the 

citizens and the residents of the City of Long Beach to make this an attractive development that 

will serve everybody’s needs.  That it is currently zoned general industrial, retail is allowed with 

a conditional use permit, we are not asking for a zone change, we are not asking for General Plan 

Amendments, we are asking to do what’s allowed with a discretionary approval at this location.  

The developer wants to create a design center destination for Long Beach residents with 

community serving retail and quality dining on the East Side of Long Beach.  We’ve come along 

way in terms of what our proposal is, we believe that this is a superior alternative to other 

authorize industrial uses at this site and if we are allowed to go forward with this project it will 

be an asset to the City of Long Beach and I would entertain your questions.   

 

Matt Jenkins:  Very well, Mister Otto sell a little bit more about the specifics about the Open 

Space, what’s going to be in there?  Do you have any idea? 
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Doug Otto:  Let me start with SEADIP, SEADIP requires 30% open space, that is a set site for 

any project.  In my lifetime which pretty much parallels the existence of SEADIP, I don’t think 

anyone has ever met that 30% number.  We have 28% onsite of where the Design Center 

development is, but to get to 30% we added 1.37 acres along 7th street landscaped with quality 

trees and a pathway that brings our percentage anywhere from 32 – 36% of open space for this 

site and I don’t know the names or types of trees off the top of my head that we intend to install 

there, but it will become part of that pathway system. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  So that will become a little park or something?  

 

Doug Otto:  Yes, it will. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Mister Stuhlbarg. 

 

Morton Stuhlbarg:  Question about the Design Center concept.  Is this the same concept that 

Home Depot has been operating that’s been called “Expo”? 

 

Doug Otto:  No, it’s different.  Expos are dedicated design centers.  Home Depot has Home 

Depot/Design centers in Brea, and in two other locations in California.  But this is a combination 

Home Depot and Design Center and Expo’s are exclusive design centers. 

 

Morton Stuhlbarg:  So this has some hardware as well as furniture and appliances and vignettes 

and things of that type? 

 

Dough Otto:  Yes 

 

Morton Stuhlbarg:  Okay, Thank you. 
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Matt Jenkins:  Is it similar to the one in Huntington Beach?  

 

Doug Otto:  No, they’re both Home Depots and Expo’s stores in Huntington Beach.  But this is 

not an Expo store. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  So this is different? 

 

Doug Otto:  Yes. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Very well 

 

Doug Otto:  All the design elements are at the front of the store and there’s stores within stores 

that design professionals that help assist people with planning their bathrooms and their kitchens 

and the lighting and all those things, work with people and that is all that front of the store and in 

the rear of the store is where more of the other traditional Home Depot uses are. 

 

Morton Stuhlbarg:  One other question, obviously they are operating these stores now and not 

just here in California I assume other places.  They have some information I would imagine on 

car counts, customer counts, which they are very sophisticated and do in most of their stores.  

Might be helpful to have that information, so it shows that this is not a contractors store it’s 

basically a designer store, someone who comes in and brings clients to buy product. 

 

Doug Otto:  I think that some of that information is available, I don’t know.  We will certainly at 

that time that this comes before the Planning Commission for the vote for the discretionary 

approvals that are required make that information available to the extent that they exist, but the 

things that occur to me off the top of my head are in a traditional Home Depot store you get 

much more traffic in the very early mornings now whereas in the design store you get more 

throughout the day.  Also these pass by trips need to be taken into consideration in your traffic 
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analysis.  You’re more likely to stop to have something to eat if you are working with a designer 

at a design store then if you’re there just to pick up a load of lumber and go off to a job site.  

Same with the retail.  Further questions?  Thanks very much for your time.  Can I ask a question 

of staff, real quickly?  Probably Angela, the property just south of that with the tanks on it, who 

owns that property?  Has there been any proposal for that property? 

 

Angela Reynolds:  I can find out who owns it, I don’t know at this point.  But there is no 

application into the City at this point on that property. 

 

Doug Otto:  Great. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Okay, we have had an opportunity to look at this perhaps it might be better Mister 

Otto that you turn those signs around. 

 

Angela Reynolds:  Doug can you just pick all those up and take those tripods off the floor? 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Put it so the audience can see it.  That will be better because we have all seen 

them.  And you might provide an address that someone might want to visit to see just what these 

things look like in the raw.  The closest store that is similar to this. 

 

Doug Otto:  Okay I will get the address of the Brea store. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  There are people in the audience that might want to go and take a look at this.  

Any more questions from the commission?  We have some individuals who have filled out forms 

to come up and give a talk.  First up is Mr. James Crawford. 

 

James Crawford:  My name is James Crawford and I live at 6316 East Marquita St. in Long 

Beach.  I have some prepared things I would revise based on what the gentlemen from Home 
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Depot has said.  My comments primarily stem from a flyer we received in much of Eastern Long 

Beach in University Park Estates, Naples, Belmont Shores and elsewhere.  And they site a 

number of concerns the first one is, traffic which has been handled substantially and one of the 

quotes here is that that there will be thousands more cars and trucks imposed and that is a quote.  

This is a site of store its not a stadium.  Home Depot Stadium is in Carson and all these of these 

years that we have been patronizing Home Depot both personally and as a contractor we have 

never experienced a significant traffic delay either approaching or departing a store.  I’m going 

to leave the rest of that since it has already been covered.  He also covered the concerned about 

the wetlands, not going to talk about that.  Environmental pollution, his information is better than 

mine.  My guess would have been that the pollution effect given the fact that there will be cars 

traveling in other areas if this Home Depot is not built, pollution effect will be effectively nil.  

But from what I am hearing I’m hearing the prospect that given the mitigation of some of the 

traffic hold ups that we have today we might actually wind up with a net reduction in pollution.  

The final thing that they were concerned about was bringing in jobs, low-level jobs.  That isn’t 

what Home Depot does, Home Depot has built its reputation of service by hiring contractors, 

offering good wages and benefits.  We personally know a young lady who was hired by Home 

Depot just fresh out of high school at nine and a half dollars with health benefits and a good 

401k plan.  Now that’s hard to beat in today’s environment.  I think the company should be 

praised not vilified.  And finally though I’d ask one thing of the City, when the Home Depot is 

built, my wife suggested to use some of the revenue to repair our streets a short walk down 

Margo or Silvera both of our collector streets will reveal what a deplorable conditions that they 

are in today.  Thank you very much. 

 

Greg Carpenter:  Mr. Chairman if its okay with you I’ll remind the speakers when they get to 

three minutes so that they can sum up so that everybody has a chance to speak today. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Yeah, will you do that? 
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Greg Carpenter:  Yes. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Mr. Dean Richardson. 

 

Dean Richardson:  Yes, Dean Richardson 6810 E. 11th St..  College Estates and it is adjacent to 

Studebaker just south of Anaheim.  I’m living in a family home.  First I don’t even want to 

address like whether if Home Depot is a good company or a bad company, I think that for me the 

first issue is the traffic and right now there is already bottlenecks in this area.  Especially 7th St., 

2nd St. used to be called Westminster and now they are calling it 2nd St..  This proposal is teamed 

right on Loynes and Loynes is a terrible street its built on a land fill and it is not going to be able 

to handle traffic and nobody even mentioned that.  These mitigations or improvements to traffic I 

think if we improve the traffic right now 3-5% over what it is right now.  It is not really 

acceptable so to increase traffic is asking for trouble.  I don’t know how many of you live in this 

immediate area and we are really impacted right now.  This picture here that shows what the 

proposal will look like should show bumper-to-bumper traffic because that’s what this is asking 

for.  And I not just trying to appeal in an emotional way I think anybody that lives on our end of 

town knows that.  The toxic dump I would, well I wouldn’t, haven’t done and expect study like 

the agencies that handled this but I understand that there are toxic sites adjacent to this area right 

along Studebaker Road from back when Douglas was dumping in that area, they are actually on 

the west side of Studebaker Road, right along Studebaker.  I would say that needs to be looked at 

too even though that is not in the footprint of this development.  Then I think that other big item 

for the people that live in this area and also for anyone who cares is the wetlands and even 

though its been read to us that this isn’t the wetlands this is adjacent to the wetlands and it will 

definitely impact the wetlands and there are a lot of people who have made efforts over many 

years as you probably are already aware to try to rehabilitate this area and make it be something 

instead of being abused.  Make it be something that instead of being abused and impacted more 

it’s opened up more.  So please respect the environment and any development should be planned 

that it enables this rehabilitation to occur. 
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Angela Reynolds:  Mr. Chair if I could remind the speakers to say your full name and your 

address which you have been doing but I’d also like to have the zip code so that we may put you 

on our mailing list so that we could notify you of further hearings in the process. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Kerry Martin. 

 

Kerry Martin I’m at 7890 E. Spring No. 4W 90815.  I’m concerned about this obviously that is 

why I am here.  I wrote a letter to the Press Telegram, I wrote a letter to the editor recently that 

hasn’t been printed but I am a little disappointed and so its brief and it says how I feel about this 

and I just like to read my draft copy since we are doing the Draft EIR.  There is a possibility of 

another Home Depot being built here in Long Beach this time across from the intersection of 

Studebaker Road and Loynes Drive and I think it’s a bad idea the City letter announcing the July 

EIR states, “the proposed project may result in significant unavoidable adverse impacts my 

emphasis, related to air quality the provision of solid waste disposal in Los Angeles County and 

traffic and circulation”.  The project may also have a negative impact upon what’s left of the 

beautiful Los Cerritos Wetlands nestle within the nearby oil fields which some folks here in 

Long Beach are trying to purchase, preserve and restore.  I feel that we have enough Home 

Depot’s especially here in Long Beach.  Lets try to do something that has less than an adverse 

impact upon our community and our environment and then maybe hold on to that little piece of 

nature.  Thank you. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Ms. Doll, Doug Drumman you are next so you can come on up. 

 

Janice Doll:  Janice Doll, University Park Estates 6212 Vista St. 90803.  First I want to say that 

this Home Depot team is really painting you a picture and this is merely a painted picture that is 

all it is, the reality is something quite different.  First I want to address Loynes Drive.  And I will 

say that my house backs Loynes Drive and I can tell you that 911 is called all the time.  There is 

not one mention of a study or analysis of Loynes Drive in this report.  The most significant 
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impact we have right now is Loynes Drive which is merely a collector’s street for us just to get 

out around to either PCH or Studebaker Road.  It was never built or intended to be used as an 

access street into any sort of development especially something as major here as a Home Depot.  

Secondly the traffic study is inadequate it gives you the picture that there is only one other 

project that needed to be added to this study which is the Seaport Marina Development with 425 

residential units, 170,000 sq. ft. of retail well there is also the Boeing project that is nearly 

900,000 sq. ft. 10 bldg. On Westminster/2nd St. and now the Coastal Commission has approved 

an additional 65,000 sq. ft. hotel, 4 story 110 rooms and additional 25,000 of retail and 

restaurants and this traffic this entire Boeing project which is major, talk about stadium this is 

stadium traffic every day that is not included in the EIR where is it we need to know about these 

impacts.  Additionally the sewage they are running the sewage lines using our residential sewer 

lines they draw you a pretty picture, here’s a blue pipe and here’s a blue pipe, small pipe, big 

pipe this big pipe is going to resolve everything. It says right in the report it can’t control the 

odor at very best they are going to use a pump to pump it over Studebaker, across a channel the 

Los Cerritos Channel, into our neighborhood, and the best that they can do, the BEST that they 

can do is try and control the odor.  I find this project to find this project totally incompatible with 

our neighborhood the open space they talk about the 1.37 acres on 7th St. it already is open space.  

It is already existing open space and they are going to claim and where else are they going to 

pick off open space and say we are claiming that open space as ours now.  So their assertions are 

only assertions and not facts it is going to impact our neighborhood in East Long Beach and we 

don’t want the project.  There are many, many better things that could go there then a Home 

Depot.  Thank You. 

 

Doug Drummond:  My name is Doug Drummond my address is 6242 Monita St. in University 

Park the zip is 90803.  We’ve already heard considerable discussion about the traffic problems 

and yet there’s a part of it that really also has to be address in addition to the Boeing Property.  

And in addition to Loynes and that’s to the west of Loynes the Elliott/Bellflower/Loynes and in 

addition to Loynes that is going to be also heavily impacted as well as that we have the 22 
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freeway that turns into 7th St. and ends at PCH that is an Orange County/CalTrans connection. 

PCH up from Orange County to the Seal Beach/Long Beach line is an Orange county 

connection.  Both of those units should really be included in those studies and we should be 

looking at long-term benefits.  2nd and PCH is also studiously avoided and that is one of the most 

impacted intersections in all of Southern California.  Really what we are looking at is a spot 

zoning effort when we should be doing a complete area plan.  We have a tremendously troubled 

area we have trash fills the largest concentrations power plants in Southern California degraded 

wetlands that should be restored.  The traffic problems, the tank farms, all of it and we need to do 

a real, real complete product study so that we can look forward to the entry areas, 7th St., 2nd St., 

PCH entries to Long Beach and for years we complained about not beautifying our entries to 

long beach this is a tremendous opportunity to study a large area and come up with plans that are 

complimentary to all the neighborhoods plans that we would be proud of. 

 

Randy Gordon:  Good afternoon commissioners, my name is Randy Gordon I’m the President 

CEO of the Long Beach Chamber of Commerce.  I am here today on behalf of the chamber that 

supports the design center.  The Chamber officially supported this project of August last year our 

support is based on three major economic development priorities set forth by our board of 

directors.  One to support improvements to major Long Beach corridors that enhanced the Long 

Beach economic development and to provide a positive image of our city.  To support private 

enterprise and development projects within Long Beach and the reason to enhance economic 

development.  And to support the implementation and development which benefits the City and 

the City of Long Beach Jobs and Business Strategy.  The Chambers believe that the new design 

center project fulfills this economic development vision set forth by the business leaders of our 

City.  Specifically the project will drive 2.5 million dollars in sales revenue to the city in the first 

5 years.  The project has already committed over 1 million dollars in traffic improvements and 

will meet the 30% open space requirement as you know this will be the first project required to 

meet the 30% open space requirement.  Furthermore the council approved jobs and business 

strategy calls for Long Beach to be a great place to live and work with a diversified high quality 
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job base and skilled work force we believe this project brings that to surface.  The strategy also 

calls for businesses’ that prosper in attractive and modern industrial office and institutional 

space, that we retain institutional land for manufacturing and trade so that we can achieve a 

prosperous economy.  The Chamber believes that the proposed design center project is a positive 

outcome of those goals set forth in the Jobs and Business Strategy.  For these reasons the 

chamber encourages continued support of this very important project. Thank you. 

 

Matt:  Any body else?  We’ve got about ten minutes. 

 

Mike Jensen:  Good afternoon commissioners, my name is Mike Jensen 45 Geneva Walk, Long 

Beach 90803.  One of the things that the EIR doesn’t address is all the traffic right now that is 

driving by this site to go to other home improvements centers out of the area.  What that means is 

that we are decreasing traffic by bringing something like this closer to the neighborhood and we 

are also cleaning up a nightmare on Studebaker right now.  Look at those tanks they are ugly this 

is a great enhancement to the area and I would ask you to consider this project as a true benefit to 

the City of Long Beach, ALL of the City of Long Beach not just the east side.  Thank You! 

 

Don Mills:  I am Don Mills and I live 6320 Vista my house backs on Loynes my zip code 90803.  

First let me say that these pictures represent the inside of Home Depot.  If I were a Home Depot 

stockholder I’d applaud them but I am not.  I represent well our committee represent people from 

Island Village, College Park Estates, East University Park, Belmont Mobile Homes on Loynes, 

Part of Naples, and the residents north of either side of Studebaker now there are allot of 

residents there and it looks like this is coming down to an economic question primarily.  Will 

that project bring sufficient money into the coffers of Long Beach to be justified.  Well if you 

take into consideration the money these people in this area bring to Long Beach and spend in 

Long Beach.  This project is overwhelmed and it looks puny.  And these people a preponderance 

of them do not want this project as it stands.   
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Vitali Lee:  Chairman Jenkins, esteemed members of the commission.  My name is Vitali Lee 

and I represent a southland owner and operator of the adjacent Los Alamitos Generating Station.  

AES does not opposed the proposed project in concept in our comments submitted in June of last 

year we noticed specific aspects of the proposed project, which we believe will add first the 

impact the on-going business operations of our facility and requested that additional analysis are 

done to assist in developing reasonable mitigation measures that would allow the project to go 

forward.  While both Draft EIR and the recirculated Draft EIR thoroughly researched the impacts 

of the proposed project on the surrounding communities and environment we feel that both of 

them fail to identify the effects of the existing Power Plant operations on the congregation of 

people who will be visiting and working at the facility.  Such as noise, electrical safety, securing 

hazardous materials to name a few.  We will be following the written comments with in the 

allotted time frame but we do encourage the staff and commission to consider our concern. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Now we will not take any additional in the interest of time please. 

 

Greg Carpenter:  Mr. Chairman, its up to the commission but the applicant did go 10 minutes 

long than we had expected so maybe its fair to at least go until 1:30, but its your decision. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  Okay, but still make it brief because we got quite a few people there. 

 

Ann Denison:  Good afternoon, I’m Ann Denison and I live at 90815, 6931 East 11th St., I’m 

from the College Estates.  You might remember the report stating the conclusion of our wetlands 

study committee the one instigated by third district Councilman Frank Colona consisting of 

representatives of home owner associations, most affected by any development in the 3rd District.  

After 18 months of intensive study we concluded that there should be a moratorium for all 

projects into the area until the City puts together a master plan for the southeast section of Long 

Beach.  I live in College Estates and my concerns are not only the negative impacts a big box 

store could have on the wetlands but also the pollution from the horrendous traffic conditions 
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that would happen for the hundreds of people who live around it and saying that their plan would 

decrease traffic is laughable.  People have asked me that if a Home Depot were not built there 

what could be put there? Of course restoring it back to the wetlands it once was would be the 

best use, but if that is not possible there are better uses than this scare tactics suggestions of a 

truck depot.  A win/win project would be a clean landscaped solar facility there it would not only 

be a source of income for the City but with modern technology being what it is, it could supply 

all or at least a good portion of energy needs for this City.  Thus reducing our dependency on 

fossil fuel, polluting emissions, and global warming it would also solve the traffic problems.  

Please get creative while improving the quality of life for all of our Long Beach citizens.  Thank 

you. 

 

Ann Cantrell:  Good afternoon, Ann Cantrell  3106 Claremore 90808.  Many of the things that I 

am concerned about have been addressed I don’t think anybody has mentioned the burrowing 

owls which are a species of special concern because they have almost disappeared from L. A. 

County due to development.  Burrowing owls were sited at this site and the EIR and the EIR says 

Burrowing Owls are not expected to be year round residents and expected to be absent as a 

breeding bird this indicates to me that the biologist really doesn’t know whether these birds are 

going to be effected or not.  I also have concerns about the open space variance.  As I understand 

it although it has been taught that it is going to be 1.37 acres of open space. 0.31 acres will still 

belongs to CalTrans and 0.43 of this area will still belong to the L.A. flood Control District.  So 

therefore Home Depot is only going to own .63 acres buried deep in section 3 of the EIR.  This is 

open space now and I’m concerned that that fact that CalTrans is still going to hold on to part of 

this it would make more sense to widen 7th St. at this point because anybody knows that when 

you try to get on the freeways there this is a very narrow place where everybody comes together 

and maybe in the future this will be widen.  Thus taking some of this open space and the 

applicant states that they are going to remove the tank farm, they are removing some of the tanks 

but two of the tanks are going to remain there.  This was glossed over and you have to look 

jdillon
Text Box
R-P-77

jdillon
Line

jdillon
Line

jdillon
Text Box
22

jdillon
Text Box
23

jdillon
Line

jdillon
Line

jdillon
Line

jdillon
Text Box
24

jdillon
Text Box
25

jdillon
Text Box
26



 

Home Depot Design Center Study Session - 24 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

closely to find this in this site plan.  They are supposed to be camouflaged; they can be 

camouflaged now if people are concerned about this being something that’s ugly. 

 

Dave Dorrans:  Good Afternoon, Dave Dorrans, 6313 Colorado St., 90803 that’s in University 

Park Estates I noticed in the presentation as others have that Loynes was left out in addition the 

T-intersection of Loynes and Palos Verdes which is the only southbound access and egress point 

from University Park Estates was totally left out that would have a great impact.  Briefly traffic 

is the only other thing I am going to comment on the other thing is obviously the intersection of 

SR-22, 7th St. and the Studebaker area no matter what you do around that area if you cannot 

change that area then you’ll just have to move any bottle necks that you have right to that area 

which is already bottle necked 2 or 3 times a day from anybody that travels that area.  I think the 

traffic again is the big thing there are a lot of other things but traffic is the BIG problem as far as 

property owner rights, property owners do have rights, but don’t have the right to impact 

negatively the surrounding communities.  Thank you. 

 

Melinda Cotton:  Good afternoon my name is Melinda Cotton and I live in Belmont Shore and 

my address is on record.  I’ve been past president of the residents association and I have also 

worked on a number of traffic and planning issues including the Mayor’s transportation task 

force since 1991.  One of the commissioners asked about the numbers of cars and trucks that will 

be coming on page 190 of the EIR the Home Depot project will add 5,783 trips of cars and trucks 

on weekdays, on weekends 1,503 trips and a trip is like a flight back and forth project.  This EIR 

is willfully and adequate its only dealing with certain items and again we do need a plan for the 

City.  Missing from it besides Seaport Marina, what’s going on in Seal Beach with nearly a 

million sq. feet of development at Boeing missing is the pumpkin patch property at the entrance 

of the City at Seal Beach on PCH right at the river.  There was a proposal for a Best Buy at that 

location so more big box retail is definitely in the offing.  In the past year signs appeared at 

Loynes and Studebaker saying “For Sale” those were then taken down.  We don’t know what’s 

happening there.  The City has no plan for this area, the CETA plan was hammered out 30 years 
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ago as you well know it is woefully out of date.  I’m part of the supposed General Plan Project 

which began in January 2004.  We met for 18 months as community clusters.  That whole project 

was suspended a year ago, I have asked again and again when is this going to be restarted, we 

don’t know.  So we have no updated General Plan for this area, we desperately need to work on 

traffic with Seal Beach and with all the proposed developments.  We have a wonderful 

opportunity to make something beautiful in this area or we have a chance to spot zone it to the 

point where there is total gridlock.  We ask for a plan please we will be sorry if we don’t have 

one.  Thank You.   

 

Bob Luskin:  Bob Luskin 225 Belmont Ave, 90803.  I realized the residents in the area of the 

proposed Home Depot project have some concerns.  But I look at this project as an opportunity 

for the City of Long Beach.  The City of Long Beach as we all know has experienced some 

financial difficulties.  Signal Hill has two Home Depots, they have Costco, they have the car 

dealerships, and they have tremendous sales tax revenue.  This presents and opportunity for Long 

Beach to develop sales tax revenue that we badly need.  The General Fund in the City of Long 

Beach can use all the income it has and we’re hurting for some tax revenues in Long Beach and I 

think we need to do everything we can to bring in jobs and business into our City and I think we 

need to look at this project as an opportunity.  Thank you. 

 

Ralph Cohen:  Hi my name is Ralph Cohen and I’m from Seal Beach. 117 Stanford Lane, 90740 

and I feel a little guilty because I am from Seal Beach and I wasn’t aware of the impact that 

Boeing was going to have before I came here today so maybe I am speaking a little out of turn.  

And it does sound like a good project but I think you have to be aware of the impact it is going to 

have on College Park West.  The people who are landlocked in there we only have one way to 

get in and out and that is through SR22.  When I moved in there in 1994 you could get out there 

except for certain time during rush hour now you depend on the kindness of strangers to get onto 

that road.  We would be totally landlocked and bottled up there if this project goes through and I 

would hope that you would consider that.  I think that there is certain things that just say “game 
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over” and I think that this is just one of them, as well of a number of other things that some other 

people have brought up, so I would hope that you would very much consider the problem you 

would have for the people in neighboring Seal Beach as the onclave that would have no way of 

really getting out unless it goes through another neighborhood nearby in Long Beach which we 

can’t do because of certain traffic regulations during rush hour we can go through.  Another 

alternative is we could build a bridge over the channel and let us go through Long Beach.  One 

more quick note, if we need a sewer build a sewer, why are we depending on Home Depot to do 

our work for us.  Thank you. 

 

Thomas Marchese:  Good Afternoon, Ladies and Gentlemen, City Staff and Planning 

Commissioners.  My name is Thomas Marchese and my address is on file Angela.  Thank you.  I 

don’t think there is any dispute that this entire area needs to be master planned and not spot 

zoned and we have requested a moratorium, which arguably might to best include density for the 

Lennar proposal as well.  Los Cerritos Wetlands study group rezoning panel’s excellent work on 

the difficult task of revising SEADIP with a 50-year forward vision is the only fair and prudent 

path for this area.  Full wetlands acquisition and restoration is long over due and is widely 

popular.  We’re told that SEADIP is legally technically and arguably dead any applicant racing 

for entitlements on the coattails of a plan that was never certified and which has arguably lapsed 

does so prematurely in our humbled opinion.  After review the Los Cerritos Wetlands Study 

report this applicant has serious problems with respect with the alternate of 1, 2 and 3.  We 

believe that this proposal has serious problems and terrible flaws and we will be submitting 

detailed objections to the recirculated draft.  This proposal was abandoned we’re told in 2004, 

there is an enormous level of disapproval to this proposal.  We would urge you to consider 

abandoning it again.  We in all honestly have not seen this side of town this upset since they 

wanted to put a freeway down 7th St..  Honestly, we have closely followed these issues for the 

last 2 ½ years and have review the notice of preparation of the draft.  Environmental Impact 

Report, the DTSC complaint, and the recirculated draft.  These CEQA documents in the opinion 

of our experts and our vast team remain hopelessly silent in favor of the applicant and 
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unreasonably silent or dismissive of legitimate area concerns raised since the notice of 

preparations.  Too many important questions remain unanswered and too many true answers are 

delayed until it will be too late for you to consider them and for us to consider them.  Thank You. 

 

Rick Trent:  Rick Trent 35 Neapolitan Lane East Long Beach, and former chairman of the Los 

Cerritos Wetlands Study Group.  We were in front of you talking about the need for master plan 

for the 3rd District and the need to get rid of industrial period in the 3rd district.  As Mr. Otto said 

this has always been used for that so that justify in our mind because this wasn’t always this 

traffic impacted and is residential as it is now.  One of the things I wanted to do and I wanted to 

ask a couple of quick question.  Number one I have a picture of the Home Depot in Brea and Mr. 

Otto’s comment was quote, “This is not a Home Depot, this is a Design Center”.  Well this 

confuses me because I think this is owned or will be owned by Home Depot and this is the 

Design Center in Brea and you will notice gentlemen if you could see if from there that the sign 

says nothing except Home Depot period.  This is a Home Depot, it walks like a duck it quacks 

like a duck it is a duck.  Here are questions that are really key and questionable from the 3rd 

district.  Will large trucks re-supply this facility as they do other home depots?  And large trucks 

imply that roads around it will be even more impacted from the safety standpoint, especially 

Loynes.  I believe that the EIR suggested that only 10% of the people that come to this facility 

will come across Loynes.  But wishful thinking that is, if I am coming down PCH I going to 

come down one of the busiest intersections that will be even more impacted now at PCH and 2nd 

St. or I am going to cut across Loynes the secret way to get right in the front door of the Home 

Depot and we know what heavy trucks and what heavy traffic on Loynes is going to cause.  

Lawsuits in the City, deaths, because it is already doing that without this extra traffic.  Will the 

on ramp to SR22 be finished to handle the additional traffic safely?  I’ve heard a lot of this we 

are going to do this with CalTrans, we got CalTrans in our pocket, quote, unquote.  I have not 

seen anything in writing.  Has CalTrans certified that they are going to help synchronize all those 

lights, they are going to rebuild the on ramp to SR22 so this stuff can be handled without 

additional traffic accidents on Studebaker.  Which are considerable right now?  Will the 2.5 
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million proposed tax which seems to be one of the cling points here what’s it going to cost the 

City to get that?  Extra fire, extra Police, What’s it going to cost in terms of the things that are 

going to have to happen the lawsuits and just the policing the extra traffic here.  My guess is that 

this is going to be a break even at best and maybe a negative to the City in terms of the 5 years 

that we are looking at. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  We are out of time but I will let you go ahead. 

 

Joan McGrath:  It will be fast.  My name is Joan Holly McGrath and I live at 6257 Marina View 

Drive.  It’s a mobile home park and I haven’t heard one word about it there’s 350 mobile homes 

on Loynes.  We have a very difficult time getting back and forth right now.  Talk about being 

impacted our mobile home is.  And right across the street no ones has mentioned the golf course, 

it’s a beautiful golf course, it’s a wonderful golf course many people play there and the traffic is 

terrible something should be done.  It’s on a landfill and the City has cut it down and build it up 

and cut it down what’s going to happen with more traffic.  Thank you. 

 

Matt Jenkins:  This ends the study group session on the Design Center.  We appreciate all of you 

coming and we appreciate all of your remarks they will be taken into consideration and we will 

adjourn now and we will crank back up in 5 minutes for the Planning Commission.  Thank you 

very much. 
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